K DATE  • TIME  CROUP 

\ 

16  Feb  53 

1.  SOURCE 


2 Civ  lien 


4.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS 

One 


5.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATtON 

X I-On. 


6.  TYPE  OP  OBSERVATION 

iin'i-Visu-il 


7.  COURSE 


B-  «- 

* 4 


S.  PHOTOS 

□ Y«t 


9.  physical  evioincs 

□ Y»* 

I H. 


^ LOCATION 


Haiaer , Ala 


10.  CONCLUSION 


B;iLLOOII 


Object  presetis  characteristics  of  balloon  htin,’ 


11.  BRIEP  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 


Itetallic  object  appearin'  to  be  rowid  at  one  an,rle  ani  havln,| 
swept  bach  fro  a anccl’Er  an^le,  travled.  it  aijh  r.ito  oil 

speed.  I'laneavers  conaistsd  o*r  cli-abii.j  , liviiij,  eicacuti:*.: 
ri^ht  and  left  an.s^le  tvirns,  rand  reveroi.v*  its  c^xirse.  S-k7 
a/c  was  btiinc  observed  wivaa  o;:;ject  ‘.ipeared.  ..  rawinsoaio 
balloon  rele,.s'd  at  lj'^0'1. 
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SUHHAIIY;  ( Al4f  #« m «i4^f  ff  GiM  M /Ifid/  M4  4#iil4n»  |M/«frflp*.  lim  MW«4nr/4  « 1*v«f  UH*  tkfm  ttrt  of  frf»ort  on  A F U§~*  Pmi  //,) 

' At  1630  hoai'9  (local  tiai0)»  16  March  1953»  ^nd 

worn  waiehln^  an  Af  B-47  whoa  thoir  attention  waa  drawn  to  a nolaleaa,  metallie  ob- 
Jaet  exaeutinE  cnaottpera  at  an  altitude  about  two-thlrda  the  altitude  of  the  B-47« 
Thane  nanouvera  worn  being  perforoed  in  and  arctund  a few  scattered  clouds.  The  speed 
ot  the  object  was  eatlnated  os  about  3 tLaes  that  of  the  B*>47»  (Ac^mck  v.ith  the  Max- 
well Weath4er  Station  revealed  that  at  the  tlnio  of  the  el^hting  there  were  scattered 
eloude  at  20,000  feet*  A further  check  with  the  Maxwell  Radio  Ran.'^  revealed  that  an 
AF  B>47  freat  3^111  APB,  Florida  waa  in  the  area  at  33, COO  feet  nith  o speod  of 

425-knote.)  Mr^flllP  fttatee  that  could  not  give  an  accurate  deecrlptlon  of  tne  object, 
but  it  appeared  to  be  about  ttie  size  of  an  P-80.  Doth  obaer'/ere  state  that  at  tl;aea 
tha  object  appeared  to  be  round,  then  again,  when  viewed  froa  anot^xr  angle,  it  look- 
ed like  it  had  delta  or  awept-baek  wings*  As  the  B-47  paaacd  overhead  It  left  diatinc 
▼epeup  trails,  but  the  object  observed  left  no • vapor^^ails  and  showed  no  signs  of  pro— 
pulelon*  This  object  perforoed  maneuvers  ihat  are^l^oasiLlB^f'ar"iiniii»!»  uonvetvfcioml 
aSrS^t  to  perf ORB*  Both  obsorvera  agreed  that  the, object  see^Tisd  to  maintain  a con- 
stant speed  througb*  euoh  mneuvers*  They  described  the  object  as  climbing,  diving, 
exeevting  right  and  left  angle  turns  and  reversing  its  oourse  without  turuliag  at  an 
emgiA  or  in  a elrsle* 

'Subject  ai^itlngs  were  aade  by  the  naked  eye*  The  observers  were  located  on  the 
grouxl  at  Raiaar,  Alabama  (3^03«30»H,  86f^l3'3C>*W).  Obserrera  state  tliat  they  were 
•abovt  3^  bUbs  south  of  the  ebjeot  and  viawed  tha  object  from  a 4^  angle*  « This  ol>- 
jeot  departed  the  arse  on  a course  at  approzioetely  1650  hours*  The  total  time 
nt  aightiiig  was  Approxlmtely  RO  nlnixtas* 

■ - a.  *A  : j * 


weather  report  aloft  for  this  area  at  the  time  of  the  aboTe-m&ntioned  sightin 
W;ToUdwsi  . broken  oeiling,  eeatUred  eloude  at  20,000  feet,  winds  27Cf  at  least  80 

15*5  oehtd^ade,  visibility  unUiiited.  ^ 


of  floe  has  no  further  oonflraatlon  of  subject  sighting.  A check  with  UcOlll 
Af0  Ycvesled  no  reports  by  pilots  on  siibject  sighting.  Both  observers  are  untrained 
itjbeervers  or  spotters  and  have  never  witnessed  such  Bitting  before. 
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16  February  1953 


!•  Description  of  Incident  ; 

Two  ciTillan  men  at  this  iDcaticc  slfihted  an  vntderivir^  nd  obj  'H. 

EST  while  watching  the  flight  of  a D-17  aircraft  cross  their  field  of  vision. 

A Betallic  looking  object  appearing  rmand  at  one  instant  and  flat  the  next  was 
seen  at  an  altitude  of  about  two-thirds  that  of  the  B-li7  which  ATIC  learned  was 
«t  35  fCXX)  ft*  Its  maneuvers  consisted  of  climbing,  diving,  and  sharp  angle  turns 
to  the  left  and  right  in  and  around  a few  scattered  clouds  and  It  appeared  to  be 
faster  than  the  B-U7*  Total  time  of  sighting  was  for  20  ndnutes* 

II.  Discussion  of  Incident 

Although  the  t-laxwoll  HadJo  Range  Station  reported  no  known  aii'craft  other 
than  the  B-li?  in  the  area  ATIC  feels  ihab,  on  the  basis  of  the  description  sub- 
nltted  by  the  two  relatively  inexperienced  observers,  they  probably  sighted  a 
fighter  type  aircraft,  possibly  an  F-w6,  maneuvering  in  the  air  space  below  the 
B-U7*  To  support  this  conclusion  is  the  fact  that  the  clouds  mentioned  In  the 
original  report  around  which  the  object  was  sighted,  were  determined  to  be  at 
20^000  ft*  At  this  altitude  a fighter  aircraft  would  be  hard  to  distinguish* 

The  observers  did  state,  however,  that  the  object  appeared  to  have  swept-back 
wings* 

j* 

I 

aII*  Conclusion 

Possibly  aircraft* 
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